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what I have said, made me think as I read them
that I should have pointed that out to mamma.
Then I took up the Mackwood article on School
Board Beligion, and found the Jews spoken of as
a people who, with all their faults, had yet had so
near a sense of " the Eternal Power that makes for
righteousness/' and then that the Bible had the
merit of putting such a mass of people in contact
with so much. " of the best that has been thought
and said in the world/3 and again I thought how I
should have liked to call dearest mamma's notice to
this. It will more and more become evident how
entirely religious is the work I. have done in Literar
ture and Dogma. The enemies of religion see this
well enough already. It is odd that while I was in
my recent article blaming a new book, Supernatural
Religion, for being purely negative in its Bible crit-
icism, Morley in the Fortnightly was praising the
book for this very thing, which he says is all we
want at present, and contrasting my book unfavour-
ably with it as not insisting enough on the nega-
tive side and on disproof. I am amused to see
Strahan's handbill stuck in all the magazines and
book-stalls, announcing Gladstone and me as his two
attractions this month. But no one knows better
than I do how little of a popular author I am; but
the thing is, I gradually produce a real effect, and
the public acquires a kind of obscure interest in
me as this gets to be perceived.
I have been two nights splendidly put up at G.
Smith's, and shall be two nights there next week.
I like now to dine anywhere rather than at a club.